
The Five Mi le House 

The Five Mile House Committee made 

the decision this year not to do the annual  

campaign in March, but rather to do our 

annual appeal through the newsletter.  

Part of the reason for this is that we donõt 

have any new big projects at the moment, 

but rather are trying to finish up several on-

going projects. 

The primary project is developing an 

outhouse or restroom facility. We originally 

envisioned a handicapped accessible com-

posting restroom just behind the Five Mile 

House. After further investigation, however, 

we discovered that itõs use would be lim-

ited to 10-12 times a day.  

So, then we looked at a traditional out-

house with concrete tank below 

ground. This, however, would 

need to be located on the east 

side of the property, far from 

the house and would not be 

handicap accessible. 

    Then it finally dawned on us 

that we may be able to tap into 

the existing Eaton House septic 

system as well as the  water 

line behind the house. So we 

are now planning a modern 

restroom in the original location 

behind the Five Mile House.  

The remaining consideration is the need 

for archaeology before we dig the footings 

and pour the concrete pad. 

Another project we are looking at is new 

siding for the Eaton House. Parts of the 

existing siding are deteriorated. With a long 

term goal of restoring the Eaton House to 

its 1950s appearance, we need to deter-

mine what the original siding would have 

been and replace it accordingly. 
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An active garden committee and an herb garden 

were new at the Five Mile House in 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new wood cook stove came from the Bryant 

Stove Co. in Thorndyke, Maine. The 1840s jelly cup-

board came from Osage Farm Antiques. 

 We have finally located and purchased 

a new cook stove for the 1860s kitchen. 

The stove came from Bryant Stove Co. in 

Maine. A very nice 1840s jelly cupboard 

(predecessor to the pie safe) was also 

purchased last fall to add to the kitchen. 

We still need a dry sink and various cook-

ing utensils, pots, dishes and other items 

to make this kitchen functional. 

Other items we have purchased over 

the past year include a spinning wheel, 

flax break and flax hetchel, butter churn, 

fireplace kettles, foot warmer, and numer-

ous other items. 

Last June, we purchased wool batting 

that was carded on the water powered 

1830s carding mill at Old Sturbridge    

Village Historic Site in Massachusetts. 

This past spring, we found a reproduction 

1850s hand sewn quilt top. One of our 

committee members has offered the use 

of a quilting frame.   

So, if you quilt and are interested in 

helping us start an 1850s quilting project, 

and demonstration, please give us a call. 

www.fivemilehouse.org 



òHigh Johnnyõsó son Daniel, was also a preacher 

and preached up and down the states of Illinois and 

Indiana, organizing Baptist churches wherever he 

went. 

It is told of Daniel, that, although a minister of the 

Gospel, he would work all week on his farm and then 

take his gun on Sunday and kill enough deer to furnish 

his family with meat to last until the next Sunday. 

When questioned about hunting on the Sabbath, he 

replied that if he was ever able to live without having 

to work so hard and would have time to kill his meat 

during the week, he would cheerfully do it. 

Some of the Parker family, including òHigh Johnnyó 

pushed on westward and built a fort in Limestone 

County, Texas near the Mexican border. The Fort    

became known as òFort Parker.ó  

In 1836, òHigh Johnnyó and some of the other 

Parkers were killed in a Comanche Indian raid on the 

fort. Several children were taken captive including 

Cynthia Ann Parker who grew up with the Indians and 

later married a Comanche chief. One of her sons was 

the famous Chief Quanah Parker, who in his youth was 

a fierce enemy but later a friend of the whites. 
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     In the spring of 1998, several people were involved in cleaning up 
the Old City Cemetery in Charleston in anticipation of Memorial Day. 
In a lull in the work, Dan Thornburgh approached some of us with a 
straightforward proposal. Said he, ñItôs time to save the Five Mile 
House.ò 

     An ad hoc committee was formed and several of us visited that 
venerable old home. We knew it would be a monumental challenge to 
get it shaped up, but we felt a real urgency to press forward. 

     To quote from his obituary notice: ñAfter a lifetime of service in  
education and as a civic leader, Daniel E. Thornburgh, 80, passed 

away.ò Of his role in the Five Mile House, the obituary notes, ñHe served as the president and trustee of 
the Five Mile House Foundation.ò He led a dynamic program to purchase both the Five Mile House and 
the former home of Wallace and Mildred Eaton, built in 1958 while the Eatons lived in the Five Mile House 
- the last ñfull time occupants.ò 

We express our sincere high regard for Danôs leadership in the project as well as his many other con-
tributions to the community, Eastern Illinois University and Rotary International. Dan was truly ña man for 
all seasonsò and his deft touch guided us through formative years of growth and development at the Five 
Mile House. 

RE M E M B E R I N G  F I V E  M I L E  H O U S E  
F O U N D E R  D A N  T H O R N B U R G H  

BY  CA L  SM I T H   

 

Many of the earliest settlers in Coles County were 

neighbors of the Five Mile House in Hutton Township. 

These included two unrelated Parker families. The 

George Parker family was originally from Butler Co, 

Ohio. They came to Coles County during the winter of 

1825-26 and settled east of the Five Mile House on 

what would become known as òParker Prairieó . 

òHigh Johnnyó Parker, came to Coles County in 

1824 with his four sons and their families. They set-

tled west of the Five Mile House near the Embarrass 

River where they built a cabin and a mill. This was con-

sidered the first settlement in Coles County. 

òHigh Johnnyó was a Hard-shell Predestinarian  

Baptist preacher whose whole life had been lived for 

the purpose of spreading the word of God. He also 

had a passion for hunting out beehives and collecting 

the honey. 

It is said of òHigh Johnnyó that he found a bee tree 

in the woods some distance from his home. Not hav-

ing any vessel to put the honey in, he took off his 

buckskin trousers, tied the legs at the bottom ends, 

filled them with honey, threw the trousers across his 

back and headed home. 



The Herb Gardens Enter Their Second Year 

Last year we were able to construct two raised 

herb beds with construction materials donated by 

Home Depot. John Ronna and Kathy Baily of Home 

Depot facilitated the donation. Thanks to the minis-

trations of Martha Brown and Donna Hacker who  

watered during dry spells and to those of you who 

came to weed at various times throughout the grow-

ing season, the herb gardens are alive and well this 

spring. Marsha and Norm Strader created identifica-

tion tags which were removed for the winter but will 

soon be placed again to identify the plants. Below is 

a list of herbs that survived the winter. We did lose 

several plants over the winter and are seeking re-

placements. 

Culinary herbs: garlic chive, chives, thyme, sage, 

oregano, catnip (catmint). 

Medicinal herbs: tansy, wooly lambõs ear, laven-

der, jewel weed, lemon balm and bee balm. 

Plants needed for replacement: parsley, winter 

savory, basil, white yarrow, lamb's quarters, chamo-

mile, dill.  

Horseradish has been removed due to its rapid 

take-over of the raised beds. The battle to remove all 

traces of it will continue since it can grow from pieces 

of root left in the bed. 
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T H E  F I V E  M I L E  H O U S E H E R B  GA R D E N  
B Y  M A R S H A  ST R A D E R  &  K A T H Y  H U M M E L  

2011 4T H  GR A D E  SC HOO L  PRO G R AM  

The 2011 school program took place on Thursday and 

Friday, April 28th & 29th. All seven 4th grade classes from 

Jefferson Grade School attended, two classes at a time.  

New this year was a welcome from young Abraham Lin-

coln who arrived via horse and wagon. Mr. Lincoln, a lawyer 

from Springfield, was riding the Eighth Judicial Circuit during 

the Spring session which brought him past the Five Mile 

House on his way into Charleston.  

Each class then learned about archaeology, prepared 

Johnny Cake over the open hearth and learned how to òread 

the houseó. Finally, they learned how to dance the òbroom 

dance,ó rolled hoops and played a game called ògraces.ó 

They then boarded the bus for the return trip to school.  

Their visit to the Five Mile House gives the students a 

glimpse into life during the mid-19th century and allows 

them to learn by first hand experience. 

 Abraham Lincoln welcomes Jefferson 4th grade 

students after arriving via Randy Jacksonôs horse 

and wagon while riding the Eighth Judicial Circuit. 

Plans for 2011: 

1. Create a master plan of present and future 

buildings and plantings. 

2. Plant native trees donated by the Charleston 

Tree Commission. Possibilities include persimmon, 

chestnut (blight resistant), American elm. 

3. Spray to kill the poison ivy that resisted our 

efforts last year, especially that growing up the wall 

by the ramp. 

4. Make a handout of herbs and native plants 

that are on the property which could be placed in a 

realtor listing type box. Include interesting òtidbitsó 

about the plants. 

5. Plant native and period-appropriate plants 

around the foundation of the house.  

6. Have a Sunday cooking event focused on use 

of herbs from the garden. Perhaps the same day 

have an herbal healer talking about 1850õs herbal 

medicine. 

7. Wanted: a volunteer to create a puncheon 

bench (a half-log with legs) to reside in the alcove of 

the cedar tree.  

If anyone has ideas for further plantings, please 

contact Marsha Strader, Kathy Hummel, Martha 

Brown or Donna Hacker. If you are interested in his-

torical plantings, weõd love to have your input. 


