
The Five Mi le House 

On Saturday, October 3rd, 2009, the   

Geology/Geography Departments of Eastern 

Illinois University and Southern Illinois      

University conducted a Ground Penetrating 

Radar (GPR) survey on the grounds of the 

Five Mile House.  

The purpose of the survey was to locate 

underground features that might indicate 

the presence of historic outbuilding founda-

tions, root cellars, wells and other features.  

Possible locations of outbuildings were 

previously determined using the technique 

of dowsing. From this, two large and two 

small rectangular areas were laid out for the 

GPR survey. These are 

indicated by the blue 

rectangles on the  map 

to the right. 

     The GPR machine, 

was then methodically 

pushed back and forth 

over the areas. This was 

done twice, first at a 

lower and then again at 

a higher resolution. 

     The findings show up 

as red, orange, yellow 

and green colors. The 

map to the right shows results from 

the higher resolution scan at about 

a depth of one meter. 

The white rectangles on the map 

are possible building locations as 

determined by the dowsing. These 

seem to correlate somewhat with 

the GPR findings. The next step will 

be to confirm the findings through 

conducting archaeological digs on 

the site.  
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Steven DiNaso of EIU and Harvey Henson of 

SIU make a pass with the GPR unit. 

  Map of the GPR results done at high resolution and at 

about three feet in depth. The large blue rectangles are 

the areas scanned and the GPR results show up as red, 

orange and green colors. The white  rectangular outlines 

are possible outbuilding locations as determined by the 

dowsing survey. 
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Harvey Henson of SIU explains the GPR proce-

dure to site visitors Jim and Pam Livesay. The 

GPR unit looks like a lawn mower with no motor  

and a computer screen mounted on the handle. 
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