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www.fivemilehouse.org 

Contractor Ray Carr adds the finishing touches 
on the new handicap accessible ramp. 

The completed sidewalk and ramp on the east 
side of the Five Mile House.  



fitting wagons for the long trip west during the Califor-
nia Gold Rush of 1849. 

      Abraham Lincoln rode the circuit in Coles and 
other eastern Illinois counties from 1847 to 1857. It is  
likely that he stopped at the Five Mile House when 
traveling the York Trail that passed by the house. And, 
as sociable as he was, Lincoln likely lingered to make 
conversation with folks who gathered there. Lincoln 
was close friends with Stephen Sargent who lived 
along the York Trail near Salisbury and with James 
Rennels who lived two miles east of the Five Mile 
House.   

     An interesting story about James Rennels and his 
family emerged during the Civil War.  Rennels was an 
ardent Unionist,  and was hated for it by Southern 
sympathizers (also called "Rebs", "Butternuts" or 
"Copperheads"). Ironically, some of the Rebs trained 
near the edge of the Five Mile House property and oc-
casionally used Rennel's house for target practice.   

     Emboldened by their destructive natures, the mili-
tant Confederate sympathizers decided to take another 
aggressive step: they vowed to march to the Rennels' 
house and possibly run them off.  Imagine their sur-
prise when James and several of his sons-- all well 
armed- met the mob at their property line. James 
stooped, drew a line in the dirt and calmly an-
nounced:  "The first person who crosses that line will 
be a dead man immediately thereafter." Suddenly the 
shocked mob members found they had other things --
ANY other things-- to do than to take Rennels at his 
word. They turned on their heels and scurried away. 

    The Five Mile House has had scores of owners/
renters in the 160-plus years of its existence. We hope 
to uncover more lore about that venerable old structure 
for later reports. 

 

      Some concrete facts about the Five Mile House are 
clear: (1) It is called by that name because it is exactly 
five miles from the east door of the Coles County 
Courthouse to the front door of the Five Mile House, (2) 
It is 160 plus years old and one of the oldest free stand-
ing structures in the county, (3) The land was first pur-
chased by Leven Cartwright on April 27, 1837 and (4) 
Mr. Cartwright paid $1.25 per acre for the 40 acre plot 
of land. From here on we include some legend and 
lore  (and some educated guesses) about the history of 
the property. 

      Leven Cartwright was more of a hunter than a 
farmer and likely did not build the Five Mile House. But 
he probably did build a log house or other type of struc-
ture on the property to use as a base for his hunting 
trips and to shelter his family from the elements. 

    Cartwright sold the property to Roley Strader in 1842 
for $500.  This was 10 times the land value, so indi-
cated that Cartwright had made some improvements to 
the property. The Straders sold the property to John 
Goodman in 1846 for $400.   
     Local tradition holds that Goodman had the Five 
Mile House built by brothers David and Rhodes Martin 
sometime between 1846 and 1849. The house was 
erected with bricks formed and kilned nearby.  
     In September of 1849, Goodman sold the parcel of 
land and the house on it, to Dr. Stephen Stone 
for  $800, twice the amount Goodman had paid for it. 
So it seems logical that Dr. Stone paid the additional 
$400 for the added house. His son, Dr. William Stone, 
was also in the medical profession, and between them 
they could treat both man and beast.  
     There may have been some blacksmithing skills in 
the family as well because local tradition holds that the 
Stones were involved in shoeing horses and oxen and 
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     The map on the left is from the 1869 Plat Map of 
Coles County. The Five Mile House (in green) is lo-
cated at the confluence of three roads - the York Trail 
(in red), the Westfield Road (in yellow) and the Archer 
Road (in blue, now Illinois Route 130). This would 
support the legend of it being a stage coach stop or 
wayside inn.  The name, Five Mile House, is also in-
dicative of it being a wayside stopping place. 

    Historian, Charles Coleman documented Abraham 
Lincoln traveling the York Trail and stopping to see 
Stephen Sargent (whose house was on the York Trail) 
as well as the Rennels family just east of the Five Mile 
House.  This would bring Abraham past the Five Mile 
House on his way to and from Charleston and it is 
logical and probable that he stopped there. 
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LA GRACE 

    “This is a new game, common in Germany, but introduced into this country 
from France. It derives its name from the graceful attitudes which it occasions. 
Two sticks are held in the hands, across each other, like open scissors. The ob-
ject is to throw and catch a small hoop upon these sticks. 
The hoop to be bound with silk, or ribbon, according to 
fancy. The game is played by two persons. The sticks are 
held straight, about four inches apart, when trying to catch 
the hoop; and when the hoop is thrown, they are crossed like 
a pair of scissors.  In this country it is called The Graces or 
The Flying Circle.” 
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THE HOOP 

   “Everybody knows how to trundle the hoop in the usual way; several pairs of 
tin  squares are sometimes nailed to the inner part of the hoop, which produce, in 
the opinion of some lads, an agreeable jingle. In some parts of  England, boys 
drive their hoops one against the other, and the player whose hoop falls in these 
encounters, is conquered.”�
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set on a medium bed  
of hot coals. Put a gen-
erous amount of hot 
coals on the lid. De-
pending on the quality 
of the coals, bake for 
10-40 minutes. Check 
about every 10 minutes 
for doneness by insert-
ing a piece of broom 
corn into the center. 
Another rule of thumb 
is: when you can smell   
it, it is done. 

At home :  pour batter into a greased 9x12 baking pan. Bake 
in a moderate oven at about 350 degrees for 30 minutes. 
Test for doneness with a toothpick inserted into the center. 

  The following recipe (or receipt as it was called in the 19th 
century) is popular with the 4th grade school children visiting 
the Five Mile House. 

INGREDIENTS: 

1�  cups of corn meal                        �� cup of brown sugar 
2 cups of flour                                  4 eggs 
6 tsp. of baking powder                    �� cup of molasses 
1 tsp. of salt                                     2 cups of milk 
1 cup of shortening                            

   Combine corn meal, flour, baking powder and salt in a 
large bowl. In a separate bowl, cream together the shorten-
ing and brown sugar. Beat eggs enough to mix yokes and 
whites, add to shortening-brown sugar, and mix well. Add 
molasses and milk and mix until blended well. Pour mixed 
liquid ingredients into dry ingredients and mix well. 

   Pour batter into a greased 12-inch Dutch oven. Cover and 
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Kathy Hummel helps 4th graders make Johnny 
Cake  during the FMH School program in April. 
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14 June (Sun)                    “Frontier Pharmacy” 1:00 p.m.                           Susan Humphreys 
                              “Heirloom Vegetables for Today’s Gardens” 2:00 p.m.        
 

28 June (Sun)                   “Period Arts and Crafts”                                        Phil Glosser 
                                         “Hearth Cooking”                                                 Cheryl Hawker 
 

11 July (Sat)                     “Dowsing Workshop”                                           Tom Vance 
 
12 July (Sun)                    “Blacksmithing”                                                     Eric Gray 
                                         “Dowsing”                                                               Tom Vance 
 

26 July (Sun)                    “Firearms on the Illinois frontier (1845-65)            Richard Hummel 
 
2 August (Sun)                  Rennels family Reunion                                               
 
16 August (Sun)         “Come and meet Abraham Lincoln campaigning          Joe Woodard 
                                          for the new Republican Party-1856” 
 

30 August (Sun)               Spinning, Hearth Cooking, Children’s Games & Music 
 
19 September (Sat)          BBQ/Auction Fundraiser at the Fairgrounds  
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2009 Board 
of Directors 
Tom Vance, Pres. 

Barbara Krehbiel, VP 
Nancy Easter Shick, VP 
Joyce St. Michael, Sec. 

Jim Craig, Treas. 
Larry Bates 

David Kent Coy 
Holly Glosser 
Dick Hummel 
Calvin Smith 

Dan Thornburgh 

Committee 
Members 
Willa Ashby 
Stacy Beever 

Marcia Boroughs 
Angelia Burgett 

Gail Casey 
Phil Glosser 

Donna Hacker 
Cheryl Hawker 
Brian Karrick 

Andrew McNitt 
Karen Peterson 
Michael Samuel 

Ron Stearns 
Bailey Young 
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